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re-establishment of the Hon'ble Company in these provinces. We can only
acquaint Your Honours that, in consequence of what Mr* Pigot and his Council
wrote us by the King's Fisher sloop of war, we ordered all our pilot sloops
to wait the arrival of the squadron in the road, and deputed Messrs Watts
and Becher to give the Admiral as full an account of the state of the country
at that time as our intelligence enabled us to do.
8.   Admiral Watson arrived at Fulta on the  14th December  with the
Tiger man-of-war.   He was soon after joined by the Salisbury and Bridgwater.
Upon these ships and the Walpole, with two country vessells freighted as
transports, Colonel Clive arrived from Fort St, George with part of the troops
sent under his command, and after refreshing the military and seamen, the
squadron moved up the river on the 28th December; two days after Buz
Budgea (a place of great strength) was attacked by the Admiral's ships, and
about eight in the evening carried by assault.   From thence Mr. Watson pro-
ceeded towards Tannah, and having dismounted their guns, both there and
at a battery erected opposite to it, he brought his squadron before Fort William
on the 2nd January, and retook the place in less than two hours.
9.   The next day we waited upon Mr, Watson in the Fort who delivered
over that, the guns and military stores, the town and effects found therein,
to us as Your Honours' representatives, on behalf of the respective proprie-
tors.   We are now making the Fort as defensible as our time will admit of
to prevent a second capture should the Nabob attack it again.   To do this
it is immediately necessary to level several of the houses near the Fort; they
have been pointed out by Colonel Clive  and Mr. Barker,  and valued by
Messrs Becher, Colonel Raitt and Beaumont.   This expence will not be very
considerable, and is a charge which cannot be avoided.
10.    Sensible  of  the importance  it  must be  of to  your  affairs  to  be
early informed of our re-possession, we applied to Admiral Watson, before
he left Fulta, for the King's Fisher sloop-of-war to carry that intelligence to
Europe.   But as he  could not spaire  that vessel  for  the  reasons  assigned
in his answer entered after our consultation of the December, we determined
to forward these advices by the Syren sloop, and have given the command of
her to Mr. Jones at the recommendation of Admiral Watson.
11.   As we esteemed it necessary to publish the reasons of our bringing
so large a force into these provinces before we attempted any further acts
of hostility, we have exhibited a manifesto of our injuries and complaints,
with a declaration of war against the Subah of these provinces, till ample
restitution be made for the publick and private losses, and satisfaction given
for the charges incurred by his violent proceedings.   Copies of that manifesto
were sent to the French and Dutch to prevent any suspicion that we might
intend their hurt or prejudice.   Enclosed in this packet we  send  a copy
likewise for your perusal.
12.   We have the pleasure to acquaint Your Honours, that we had the
good fortune to find a large quantity of export goods in your cottah, which
we are now embaling, and hope to send the Delawar away almost fully laden,
by the 10th of next month.   Particulars of what stores &c. has been fqun4
wUl be transmitted by the f)elawar.
,13*   Some private property has likewise been femnd in the place,